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Why were United States Equestrian Federation (USEF) 
Gaited Morgan classes proposed and approved? 
Previously, the only avenue available to the Gaited 

Morgan at Morgan USEF shows was entering non-Gaited Morgan 
classes if the horse could perform the walk/trot/canter. Friends 
of Sound Horses (FOSH) shows under the Independent Judges 
Association (IJA) rules had included Gaited Morgan Classes since 
2006. Other show opportunities might have been available if 
the owner could get their horse registered by certification with a 
Mountain Horse Association who had an open book by gender, 
or Racking Horse Associations based on certification of gait and 
entering open gaited shows. But there were no Gaited Morgan 
classes at Morgan USEF shows.
 The other breed shows were great ways to promote the Gaited 
Morgan. But registered DNA tested Morgan horses could only be 
shown at USEF shows if they walked/trotted/cantered. These new 
Gaited Morgan classes answer a question for a potential buyer of a 
Gaited Morgan who is interested in showing or current owners who 
have shown in other Gaited Horse Associations or are interested in 
Gaited Morgan Classes.

 The approved rules, MO190 Morgan Gaited—General 
description, list the essence and importance of the Gaited Morgan 
to the Morgan breed. “This is a horse suitable for trail riding and 
should possess athleticism with a relaxed attitude and way of 
going. The Gaited Morgan should be eye appealing and confident, 
showing this impression of being a sure, safe and pleasurable 
ride.” The Gaited Morgan general description fits right into the 
demographics of women 40 and older and retired older couples 
looking for a smooth ride. This is a simple way to promote the 
Morgan breed diversity at an authorized Morgan show.
 Terminology used in the USEF Gaited Morgan Classes might 
be new or confusing to some based on other non-gaited horse show 
classes. The Gaited Morgan might perform several gaits beyond 
the walk or may only perform one or a few. The term Saddle Gait 
is used to facilitate understanding of the Gaited Morgan classes. 
 What are the lateral/diagonal Saddle Gaits a Gaited Morgan 
might or does perform? Some gaits are familiar to all and some 
may be new and need further explanation. The following chart 
shows the lateral through diagonal Saddle Gaits which can be used 
within the classes. The pace is an undesirable bouncy gait and not 
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allowed. The trot/jog/canter are not allowed since the horse could 
enter a non-gaited walk/trot/canter class. This leaves the stepping 
pace, saddle rack, rack, walk, running walk, and foxtrot. 
 NOTE: If you wish to read more detailed descriptions of each 
gait in the chart, view pictures or video demonstrating the Saddle 
Gaits, please view the following website pages. 

• https://gaitedmorgansassociation.com/gaitsOverview.php 
• https://gaitedmorgansassociation.com/pace.php 
• https://gaitedmorgansassociation.com/rack.php 
• https://gaitedmorgansassociation.com/runningwalk.php 
• https://gaitedmorgansassociation.com/foxtrot.php 
• https://gaitedmorgansassociation.com/trot.php 

An overview of the following portions/classes for the Gaited 
Morgan classes only give highlights of each class. Full requirements 
and judging specification points can be found by referring to the 
complete USEF draft which will be incorporated in the official 
USEF publications later in the year.
 What are the gaits to be ex-
pected in the USEF Gaited Mor-
gan classes? A Gaited Morgan will 
enter the ring at a Trail Walk and 
performs only one of the allowed 
lateral or diagonal gaits through-
out the test for the Show Gait or 
Pleasure Gait. The gait for the 
Show Gait or Pleasure Gait could 
be the stepping pace, saddle rack, 
rack, running walk or foxtrot. If a 
class calls for both the Show Gait 
and Pleasure Gait, the same lateral 
or diagonal gait will be used for both for the entire test.

1. The Trail Walk is an authentic four beat walk, suitable for use 
on the trails. 

2. The Show Gait is a collected four beat gait performed at 
moderate speed. 

3. The Pleasure Gait is a four beat gait with the greatest speed 
and action. When the Pleasure Gait is called for, there must 
be a distinct difference between the speed of Show Gait and 
Pleasure Gait, as the horse will be performing the same lateral 
or diagonal gait. 

4. In all performance classes, backing at least three steps in a 
straight line will be required for the line-up.

These specifications can be found in the Morgan section of the 
USEF rule book, M0191 Gaits and M0192 General Judging 
Requirements for Under Saddle Gaited Classes.

Additional newly added Gaited Morgan rules are as follows: 

M0193 Gaited Morgan Country Trail Pleasure Class/M0194 
Class Specifications Gaited Morgan Country Trail Pleasure Class
The entry must exemplify the attributes of a pleasure riding horse 

suitable for all members of the family. The horse will be required to 
perform the Trail Walk and Show Gait and rein back. A halt may be 
executed from any gait and a dismount/ remount. Note: The horse 
should do the same Saddle Gait during the entire test. 

M0195 Gaited Morgan Trail Pleasure Class/M0196 Class 
Specifications Gaited Morgan Trail Pleasure Class
The major differences between this and the M0193 class is the 
horse will perform the Trail Walk, Show Gait and Pleasure Gait. 
The judge may ask the horse to stand quietly on the rail from any 
gait and may ask for a dismount and remount. Rein back will be 
asked for in the line-up. The gaits will not show animation or 
excessive speed. 

M0197 Gaited Morgan Classic Pleasure Class/M0198 Gaited 
Morgan Classic Pleasure Class Specifications
The horse will perform the Trail Walk, Show Gait and Pleasure 

Gait and rein back. The difference is 
allowance of up headed and stylish 
manner with moderate stride.

M0199 Gaited Morgan Western 
Pleasure/M0200 Gaited Morgan 
Western Pleasure Specifications
This is IAW with SUBCHAPTER 
M0-7 Morgan Western Pleasure 
Section. The horse will perform 
the Trail Walk, Show Gait, Pleasure 
Gait, and rein back. There is no 
canter or jog allowed.

Additionally the general overview of all classes in regards to, 
appointments, tack and shoeing are in accordance with USEF rules 
for similar non gaited classes. USEF disallowed a Gaited Morgan 
In-Hand class in the original proposal. Gaited Morgans who trot 
could enter In-Hand classes Subchapter MO-2. All classes have the 
Trail Walk as the horse enters the ring. The purpose of this order 
is to display a horse with a relaxed attitude and way of going, but 
possesses athleticism while being sure, safe and a pleasurable ride. 
 The Gaited Morgan classes were developed to cover the varied 
sought after traits in the Gaited Morgan horse. There are those 
who want a pure family horse, which all family members could use, 
the Gaited Morgan Country Trail Pleasure class would be another 
venue to showcase this type of horse. The more advanced horse 
which is consistent in gait at moderate and increased speeds would 
excel in the Gaited Morgan Trail Pleasure Class. The Gaited Morgan 
who has a more up headed appearance and stylish presentation 
would be best suited for Gaited Morgan Classic Pleasure and 
Western orientation for Gaited Morgan Western Pleasure. These 
classes will offer another platform/opportunity to promote the 
diversity of the Morgan breed. These foundational and significant 
Gaited Morgan classes are the key to future successes.   n

Lateral through diagonal Saddle Gaits (http://iceryder.net).


