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SMOOTH

Gaited Horse

RSNIIPDPEETS SHOPPING

Having read Beverly Whittington’s gaited horse columns since the
launch of the magazine you may well be inspired to experience
the world aboard a luxury mover. This buyer’s guide will set you on
your way to finding a perfect partner
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Originally used as buffalo
running horses by Native
Americans, Curly Horses
have been seen to
participate in every English
and western activity. The
Curly is a rare breed of
non-allergenic horse that
transmits the curly
characteristic to its
offspring about 50 percent
of the time. They appear in
all common colours
including appaloosa and
pinto. Physically they are of
medium size and gaited
Curlies typically perform a
type of running walk. Visit
www.bchaps.com and
www.abcregistry.org

I

f you have never owned a gaited horse
before you will want to spend some time
educating yourself as to the various
characteristics of the many breeds prior to
starting your search. To determine which
breed is right for you ask yourself some
questions as to how you intend to use your
new mount, the style of horse you have a
preference or need for and any faults that
would be unacceptable. The answer to those
questions will determine in large measure
which breed is right for you.

GET EDUCATED
See and ride as many horses as possible to
give yourself a feel for the different breeds.
Once one has caught your attention, you
should familiarise yourself with the
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terminology used to refer to it and its specific
gaits in order to determine which individual
is best for your needs. Learn not only what
the different gaits of the breed are but also be
able to recognise and differentiate between
these gaits when you see them performed.
Have an idea of what your selected breed is
all about, both in appearance and movement.
Having at least a general knowledge of the
breed will make conversation between you
and the breeder/seller much easier.
Find out when it is common for the breed
to start a horse to saddle. In breeds that
mature later a five year old may only be
green or just started to saddle. You should
take advantage of any chance at education,
looking at several horses before selecting
one.

HOW MUCH?
Prices of horses will vary depending on the
horse's age, breeding, level of training,
competitive ability and overall quality as a
representative of their breed. Prices will also
vary slightly depending on geographic
location. Once you have a clear
determination of your specific needs, stick to
your selected criteria and, when you find the
right horse, be willing to pay just a little bit
more if you can. You will not regret it.
Remember you often get what you pay for!

BE HONEST
To select the horse that is right for you, it is
important that you are realistic with yourself
as to your own equine skills. What is your
experience level - beginner, novice,
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intermediate, advanced, or expert? It is best to
be as truthful as possible about one's goals
and abilities in order to find a suitable horse.
If you are already an experienced rider, most
likely you have a clear idea about the level of
training and ability your new horse already
should have. If you do not have much horse
experience, consider taking some lessons with
a qualified trainer to assess your skill level. It
can prove to be very frustrating to own a
horse you cannot enjoy because it is too
advanced for your skill level.

BE STRONG
A horse is more than just a pretty colour or a
cute face. Temperament, age, size, gender,
training level, and suitability for your use are
just a few of the other things to consider when
selecting the right horse for you. In addition to
this, make a list of the five most important
attributes or characteristics the horse must
have for you to purchase it. Whatever matters
most to you. This list will be the basis of your
search for that ‘perfect’ horse.
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AGE
A young horse maybe tempting but be
realistic about how much time, money and
skill it will take to produce what you want. Do
not overlook the teenage horse. Gaited horses
generally live long and useful lives and some
of the best buys are the teenagers.
If you are considering an older horse, make
the effort to determine what kind of mileage
your prospective purchase has had, as it will
help you evaluate how much stress was
involved.

SIZE
Gaited breeds come in all different sizes. One
of the most common scenarios is American
riders with John Wayne Syndrome. You know,
‘There is no such thing as a good small horse.’
Well these folks are missing out on many
horses that could be the perfect match for
them! Most gaited horses are strong and
durable, and capable of carrying riders of
larger proportions. Size should be a
consideration but it should not be of high
priority on your search list.

TRAINING
If you have determined that you want a
‘trained’ horse you need to know what that
means to you. To most people a trained horse
is one that knows all basic work which
includes stop, go, turn, backup, stand for
mounting, stand for saddling, tie, load, clip,
turn on the fore, turn on the hind, disengage

hindquarters, trailer load etc. The trained
horse will give you proper responses for
proper cues 99.99% of the time. If you are
unsure it is a good idea to employ the services
of a more experienced individual to help you
ascertain these things before you buy to help
avoid disappointments in the future.

AMERICAN SADDLEBRED
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If you are going to trail ride the horse, then it
is important that he has experience on the
trails and not just in the show ring. The
reverse is also true - do not expect to have an
instant show ring star out of the trail horse of
many years. If you are purchasing an older
gaited horse do not underestimate the value of
the training it may already have had in a
discipline or two. The better and more
extensive its training, the greater enjoyment
and versatility that horse will have for you.
Additionally, if you need to sell your horse,
your opportunities for securing a good home
are far better.

www.westernhorseuk.com

BOLIN PHOTOGRAPHY

SUITABILITY

Although it was developed as a pleasure and work animal, most admirers love the
Saddlebred show horse. When trained properly they are capable of almost any task and
do it with style unique to the breed. The average height is 15-16hh and all colours can be
found. Saddlebreds are either three gaited (walk, trot and canter) or five gaited with the
additional gaits being the smooth, four beat gaits of the rack and ‘slow gait.’ Visit
www.americansaddlebreds.co.uk, www.american-saddlebred.co.uk and www.asha.net
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HORSE
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The RMH registry was established in 1986 to preserve the temperament and smooth
singlefoot gaited offspring of Old Tobe, the foundation sire of the breed. Fantastic for cattle
work, as show horses and pleasure mounts, Rockies have a solid body colour with little
white. Chestnut, bay and black are common but the trademark colour is a beautiful silver
dapple, chocolate coloured body with near-white mane and tail. They make between 14.216hh. Visit www.europerockymountainhorseassociation.com and www.rmhorse.com

Paso Fino originated in Peru, Puerto Rico,
Venezuela, Dominican Republic, Cuba and
Columbia. The native peoples of these
countries have great pride in the appearance
of their horses and execution of gait so they
breed to enhance these characteristics. Paso
Fino mature at between 13.2 and 15.2hh.
All colours can be found. Paso Fino walk,
gait and canter. The gait is divided into
three styles, the Classic Fino, the Corto and
the Largo. All three have an even four beat
footfall, with the pattern being the same as
the natural walk. Visit www.pfauki.org and
www.pfha.org

GAITED MORGAN HORSE

BEVELY WHITTINGTON

WALKALOOSA

PASO FINO

ABOUT BEVERLY
Beverly Whittington has owned, trained
and written about gaited horses for over
30 years. She has published numerous
books and runs a gaited horse website at
www.gaitedhorses.net
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JELICO FARMS

Since the Appaloosa Horse Club stopped
accepting the registration of any foal with
a parent from a gaited breed, the
Walkaloosa registry has come into being.
The Walkaloosa can be between 13-17hh
with 14.2-15.3hh being most typical. They
may be stout or refined in build but must
show Appaloosa colouring and
demonstrate an intermediate gait, other
than a trot, or be the product of verifiable
Appaloosa and gaited horse blood. Visit
www.walkaloosaregistry.com

The gaited Morgan Horse should not depart from the American Morgan Horse
Association standard of perfection, substance, temperament and beauty. They
perform a singlefoot gait including the possibility of all four beat gaits (i.e.
running walk, rack, stepping pace and foxtrot). Unofficial breed estimates state
that from 15 to 20% of all Morgans perform some sort of intermediate gait. Visit
www.morganhorse.org.uk and www.morganhorse.com
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BOOK: HOW TO TRAIN
YOUR GAITED HORSE

Beverly Whittington has put together easy to understand methods
which WORK when riding Gaited Horses!
Beverly has owned and trained Gaited Horses for over 30 years.
Her No-nonsense approach to training and riding is explained in
easy terms with illustrations to clarify the methods for the reader
TOPICS INCLUDE
• How to develop your skills and
apply them to your horse...
• Recognizing gait...
• Structure that predispositions
gait...
• Choosing a bit...
• Equipment for training...
• Exercises and lesson plans to
condition a horse to gait...

Established breeders and trainers
of Paso Finos for many years
This amazing breed of South American
horse is excelling in Western and Endurance riding spheres. They are hardy and
sweet natured providing an exciting but
safe and very smooth ride. Constantly
eager to please they are soon a loving
companion.

• Refining elements of gait...
...and MUCH MORE!
If you are new to gaited horses you will
also want How to Ride Your Gaited Horse
- a 54 page manual of proven methods for
riding gaited horses
Order both books online at
www.cafepress.com/gaitedhorses/2794608

or visit www.gaitedhorses.net

We have three stallions standing at stud in
2011 and have a beautiful crop of new
foals, youngsters and mature horses
available.

Visitors
welcome
by prior
arrangement

Please contact Yvonne Bowen
yvonne@ranchopavoreal.co.uk
mobile 07811335527

www.ranchopavoreal.co.uk

